Socialist [Worker 


Socialist Worker. 


WENEEDA 
GENERAL 


‘THE ICTU leaders have called for major 
union mobilisations on Saturday 9 
February. Demonstrations are taking 
place in Dublin, Waterford, Cork, Sio. 
and Limerick, 

The main theme of the demonstrations 
Is against austerity 

Quite rightly, the union leaders say 
that there must be a re-structuring of 
the bank debts so thatthe Irish people 
are not burdened for decades to come, 

They want to use the occasion of 
Ireland's EU Presidency to tell its top 
elite that the debt must be reduced. 

Theunions also want a stimulus pro- 
gramme to create jobs 

Despite our vigorous criticism of the 
ICTU, Socialist Workerurges full support 
for the demonstration 

Allof us have an interest in cancelling 
the debt — and the union leaders should 
be saying that openly 

‘Wemay disagree ith thelack of protest 
activity from the ICTU but when they do 
call ation, we should join i. 

But we should also go much further 
than the ICTU, 

The union leaders are playing down 
criticism of the government and concen. 
trating their fre on the EU. Yet itis the 
FG-Labour government which iscarrying 


through cuts, 


They decided, forexa 
taxbreak for company executives to send 
"heirchidren to private schools while they 
slashed benefits for lone parents. 

“They rejected an EU Commission pro 
posal fo puta taxon financial transactions 
Which would have raised €500 million 
Instead, they imposed a property tax on 
our homes. 

The EU leaders are terrible and their 
only interest isin saving big European 
banks. But the rish government are part 
ofthe same setup. 

They, too, put the interests of Irish 
bankers ahead of the vast majority of 


RIPPING 


them are members ofthe Irish Labour 
Solet's direct our 
lers and the Irish government. 
“The CTU also wants a one day protest 
when most people are off work as away 
of letting off steam’ and strengthening 
their credibility inthe eves of members as 
they try to sella Croke Park2. 
Everyone knows that a 
will not change course because of one 


Increase the resistance 
further and call for 
a national one day general strike. 
A general strike, whi 
country toa halt, would be a serious sig 
fal thatthe days when workers accepted 
defeat after defeat were ov 


"They will not take the action that is 
required to top attacks on workers be- 
cause they do not want to rock the boat 


houkdusethe occasion when many 
trade unionists come together, therefore 
to raise two key issues 
We need a one day general strike to 
Xd debt repayments. 
break the links between 
‘major unionslike SIPTU and UNITE and 


ment that they do not have all the power 


‘They will not refuse to pay the debt 
and establish a public wor 
to create jobs just because we 
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Home News 


THE ABORTION DEBATE: CAHWT CORK 


New pro-choice campaign isu: 


TO SUSTAIN 


to fight for legislation Lr - 


FOLLOWING the wel attended 


‘ational meting on Saturday 12 
By MADELEINE JOHANSSON schoolsare still run by religious | January (sec page four) the Cork 
ee institutions. Branch of CAHWT held its inital 


AT theendof 2012itscemed ley 
that legislation in ine with the X 
case would be introduced early 


n adlion, the AntiChoice | yer meng on nay T 
soups wil us alic organisa: | Jana the Metropol Hal in Cu 
T EG tona and lobbying pone that | Gy 
um FIOI inc naveo pes forie most | aou 40 tends dicet 
Te past yer as see mass 1 QI, rinetedereton possi, | neingatomel ey 
pro-choice mobilisations forcing LLL ‘especially attempting to exclude | published Property Tax law, a 
the government to act on an issue suicide. ‘draconian piece of legislation 
They were hoping to ds andi ‘Anonlinevdeo which gone | tats eons flee 
nore ike previos government vialamongpr-choceeanpai | is pene ey wih poe 
cte show these groups ating | seventh bis of the 
famercanfordonations. | fesue Coes 
ocho the large amounts of | ""Thae were sce 
rmoneythescongansationsrcehe | if by ser aster 
come pres c US may | aurea tow oe ved 
oca American anti-abortion | to ist is est aul on 
campaigns secandasielst | be these and tl 
Placet Europei eser | monica reg at 
Sborionkgstnonandsomething | “ABotighighed varie. 
they ean eto restrict abortion | goement'smaipaltn ofthe 


Anew movement 
sary of the 
gathered 
Pro-Choice activists while the 
government set up an ‘expert 
iroup' due to report by July 
The report never came and in 
July Pro-Choice activists came out 
‘onto the streets in opposition to 


the anti abortion group Youth Gvalabltyin the US. atis a othe current puer 
Defence's disgusting billboard anregitratins which when 
campaign. Organise and keep trope reviewed, show that the 
The actions were followed by figure of 70% compliance wi 
aMareháChoics in September groups, medicalandlegal profes- of suicide. legislation The new Abortion Rights | regraon demandsas quoted by 
‘ere over 2000 peoplecamecout sionals had the opportunity to Between 36-40% aein favour Campaign isa great opportu | the government actual closer 
demanding abortion rights, make submissions with regards of abortion being availableby re The Church andthe —nitylorpro-choice campaigners | teem s 
HHoweveritwasthetragcdeath tothe legislation ‘questunderany circumstance. State to onganise ina serious vay to | Thegeneral mod was one 
ctSaviaialappanavartha realy" Theoutomeofthiswasclearty “This shows a big shitin the These postive developments counteractboththemone ol the | anger tnd dance 
touched people s hears that the majority of medicas atüudesofpeopleinidandand  shouldnotmakeprochocecom- anti-choice groups aswellasthe | ^ Thirealalonolihewaron 
Twenty thousand people wellas legal professionalsagree the decline of the power of the  paigerscomplaccntoreonient delaying tcticothe goverment. | the working cy wl be met 
marchedinDubldemamdngim. abouttheneesstyof legislation Catholic Church thatthe government willegsate ^ Thecampuignnesdstoorgan- | withthe reste fre people 
mediteXcaselegshtonaswel inTine wth X incuding therisk ‘The poll also showed that in the broadest way iscona mass basisdraving inthe | unite inthe fae oa campaign 
asires saeandlegalaborton.  ofsuicide. jsungpeopiearemorelikelyto  ThefineGoeilabourgeem. thousandrofenplewhowantto | offloading te dese the 


Folwingthisthe government TheinputoftheCathoieChurch beinfavourof more liberal aor. mentisnotinpowertoimplement fight for womnen’srightto choose. | eeonomle and polite conto 
had nocholesbuttopublish the andAnt-Choiegropstikethclona ton legislation, while there was thewilofthe major, btrather The abortion legislation snot | the working eas of incind- 


“expert group reportandpromise Institue seem archaic and out of nodiferencebetween Dublinand to serve the ruling cit included in the list of bil wo be | There was general agreement 

legislation in early 2013 touch withthe majority of people. the rest ofthe country gee sillhavelinks published before Easter, showing | chat the Cork Branch ofthe 
"Two separate opinion polls, — Also, the recent release of Churchasthe yetagainthe delaying tactics of | campaign vill continue the 

We are the majority by the Sunday Business Post Savita's medical notes show attendanceofGAApresidentsat the Government resistance and wil nate further 


Inthe past few weeks therehave and Red C, which were held in that she had requested a termi- a recent Vigil for Life shows. To put more pressure on the | actions inthe near future th 
been some very positive develop- the past month showed that the nation early in her miscarriage Refusing women the power government the new campaign | wil support the national effort at 
ments for the Pro Choice side. majority of people between 60- but this was denied due to ‘legal to fully contro! their own bodies needs oorganiseamass demon- | defeating this tax and the buly-boy 
During the Oireachtas health $0%%) arein favour of legislation complications, proving the hor- helps to control the population stration todemand this legislation | government that secto enforce 
committee hearing many interest inline with X including the risk rifle consequences of the Irish generally, whilst the majority of in the spring. D 


HMV workers occupy in Tallaght and Limerick 125... 


"At first we weren't sure for customers 
exactly what odo, but thinking 
Sout itwe knew thatthere vas | grTHONWAS MEEAR 


At4pm on Wednesday, the — | 
receivers, Deloitte, entered the 
IN the last week we have heard | | various premises and ordered 


much about the demise of one of staff oa ofthe balding | wather arate 
theiconiestoresonthe Bish | When askedif hey could Sitsclear thatthe company — | GREYHOUND Wase dps has 
hig street. expect their wags, workers vere | doesnt have ourinterestsat” | sunktoa nero 
Fat less publicised has hen noconeretessurances, |i fesrtandsowelethatourbest | ^ Witngtocusomen inate 
eeniheplhphtofwodersin | Justa vague promise ofa phone. ‘move was todo someting that | DecenberGrhoundconmed 
HV candwhoave been | Clltheflloeing day at pm. | Ii they would’ ike thatthe woud no longe coninue 
wunceremoniousydumpedby | ~ Shell shocked, many workers At theend ofthe day we have | ditrivüng rejlng bags ee 
theiremployerandorderedto | leftthe premises bat workers in bith store and worker like | ofchrge du tte high costo 
leave ther places of employment | HMV Limerick decided to take shave bit this company. | dsnbation an the sharp alin 
On Tuesday 5 January HV. | matters into their own hands. “Tehinkitisa disgrace that | mare vale for rej 
ireland wentinto administration. workers are avays et at the Th ete gos on 1 that 
aifwereimmeiatey tod. | Oeeupation | Bottom ofthe pl "Spec Ground raed 
torsüsegitcadssakoverthe | Occygüesaredeyquaty | Sabrina Judge who has reeling hs wl ow be maie 
Christmas period. sentiordtoothersthatths was | worked atthe company for over | topuchae fom apprwed ees 
The next morning they were | tony way that they coudexpect | decade added that she burst | at) (ri) 
orderedtodrop he shutters. | togetwhat sgh this intotear” when shehad heard | ^ Thisamouns to 160 ayearit 
Inthe interning period Under the rls of capitalism thenewsas “herself and her — | youuse twos eck ont of 


many staff members were Workers are at the very bottom | husband both work for HMV". ‘your ordinary bin charges. 
Subjcedtovertal abuse trom  |afelstwhenicomesto | On earing that hei opened the shuterstheyall_| Despite the uncertainty Noreme hy win cl 


angry customers understandably | liquidation. colleagues in Limerick had rushed in. Sabrina and her work colleagues | recyclables in Greyhound approved 

upset at the company's. ‘Allcreditors get paid before | occupied all 12staff membersin | As Scialist Worker went to | havevowedtofightuntlthey — | bags 

behaviour. workers receive a penny, Tallaght decided to follow suit. | printthestaffhaverefusedto | getpaid. This naked opportunism 
‘Thiscaused no end of stress | meaning that the likelihood of | On Friday morning they leave the building and speaking | ~ Socialist Worker salutes the — | represents the rel ace privatisation 

but unfortunately far worse was | them being treated fartyis very | awaited their opportunity and | tothe paper, Joe Redmond gave | bravery of these workers and | ascustomers and workers get 


yetto come. remote indeed. ‘when a guard rom Deloitte | the reasons why, | vows to bep in any way possible. | squeezd fr the botom line. 
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Home Help protestors 
show the way 


AFTER promising to cut home help packages by upwards of one 
milion hours, the government has been forced into a damaging 
tum. 

Ministers had repeatedly insisted the cuts would go ahead as 
part of a supplementary budget to curb spending in the HSE 

However on budget day, Minister for Health. James Reilly 
spoke of the need to take "cognisance of the important work 
boeing done by carers in the community 

This cogrisance was nowhere in sight in late September and 
the reality is that it was the determined campaign by workers 
and patients that eventually forced the government to relent. 

Speaking to Socialist Worker, Noelle Coyle spoke of her 
delight at the outcome along with her growing sense of working 
dass resistance, 

"In late September around 80 of us were called into the 
SIPTU offices and told that we were going to lose 10,000 hours 
‘each month between September and December: This would 
have left most of us without any money coming up to Christmas 
and with the hep of People Before Profit we decided to act. The 
fist thing we did was to stage a protest outside the local HSE 
offices in Sligo town’, 

"When this didnt work we decided to take our protests 
‘onto the main street which we did every second weekend until 
two weeks before Christmas, Every time we were out there 
people actualy joined the protest and with all the cars beeping 
We knew we had support from local peopl’. "I think the fact. 
that we protested was absolutely crucial and | would say to al 
workers thatthe only way that we are going to win sto get out 
n the streets 

As of yet the government hasnt given the precise details of 
their change in policy. but Noelle and her colleagues have had all 
of their hours restored. This proves that fighting back is the only 
‘option open to people. Socialist Worker salutes the Home Help. 
workers and pledges to stand with them agn in the future 


Yetanother imperialist 
adventure 


LAST week the United Nations Security Council unanimously 
supported Wester intervention in Mal 

Meanwhile very few people have come out against this latest 
imperial adventure asthe enemy are Islamists—apparenty 
aligned to Al Qaida 

In reality the new scramble for Africas a battle for resources 
and strategic interests - with the US and China joining old 
colonial powers like Britain and France. 

In certain periods these Imperialits have secured their 
interests by supporting dictators 

But they are justas happy to claim to be usheringin freedom. 
atthe end ofa bomb or a bullet. 

‘When Belgium invaded the Congo in the 1870s (to take 
control ofits rubber) its excuse was the need to stop the slave 
trade. 

In the following years forced labour killed half the country's 
population—some ten milion people. 

The imperialist cure was far worse than the orginal problem. 
‘When the US invaded Somalia in 1992 people came out to 
welcome troops. But they soon came to support the resistance 

that drove the invaders out 

Frances record is no better 

It sent troops to Rwanda during the genocide—but not. 

'o help the victims, rather it was to protect French-owned 
Property and citizens 


Neoliberalism 
The neoliberalism that is sweeping Africa has concentrated what. 
investment there is in ever smaller areas. In Mali this sin the 
capitl Bamako and its hinterand, with the rest of the country 
being left behind. 

Radical Islamism is growing in these conditions as the primary 
vehicle for peoples fears and frustrations 

Poverty is endemic in the region and the Islamists chims that 
they are fighting imperialism and the Western decadence of 
their own corrupt etes 

This may well be tru, but even f the Islamists win they will 
not be interested in delivering progressive change. 

The hope for the future of Africa les in revolutionary 
movements like those in Egypt and Tunisia 

These show tha tis possible to challenge imperialism, reject 
neoliberalism and provide for the poor and marginalised all at 
the same time. 
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Union leaders stuck 
on Croke Park 


By KIERAN ALLEN 
UNION leaders and government officials 
have opened negotiations on a new Croke 


not due to expire until March 2014 
Behindthese carly moves lesan att 
tosquceze even more out of works i 


The government has stated that it wants 
to cut another €1 billion from the publ 
services over the next three years. Tis. 
plies cuts of €300 million this year - ontop. 
of the sacrifices already made by workers. 


It makes no sense. 

‘Workers entered the Croke Park agreement 
in 2010 after union leaders scuppered a 
‘campaign that had started with a one day 
stoppage. 

In bindsight, many workers believe that. 
eventhestoppage was justa manoeuvre to 
gain extra leverage with the government. 

The union leaders never had any real 
intention of Fighting to reverse pay cuts, 
‘which have amounted to an average of 17 
percent. 

‘The result has been a huge wave of de- 
‘moralisation, which has swept through the 
ranks of organised labour. 

‘But while the actions of the union lead. 
cers caused this demoralisation, these same. 


Jeaders have also sought to turnit to their 
own advantage in order to disarm any re 
sistance tothe government 

‘At the start of the Croke Park agree 
ment, for example, workers who carned 
under €35,000 were promised a share of 
the'savings' made from cutbacks. But the 
government broke this part of the agree: 
‘ment and the union leaders did nothing. 

The government and the union leaders 
also originally claimed that 17,000 people 
‘would be removed from the public sector 
and those left behind would cover for their 
work. But the government pushed that up 
to 30,000 — and again the union leaders 
did nothing. 

Now they want another 10,000 jobs re. 
‘moved - and still the union leaders refuse 
torule this out 

Then in one of the most silent and ca 
lamitous defeats ever inflicted on workers, 
the government pushed up the retirement 
age those currently aged under 501068. 
Once again they were let do it without a 
murmur of protest. 


More Concessions. 
Allof this has created a context ín which 
the government demands ever more con- 
cessions from workers. 

Their demands include: 


B Cutsin overtime payments — while de 
manding longer opening times. 

Cuts in increments and allowance 
BI Reduction in pension provision, 
W Greater management by stress through 
use of performance assessment 
Greater flexibility in re-deploying work 
ers avay from their own workplaces, 

Itwehada union leadership thatstood up 
forits members and broke withthe Labour 
Party, it would reject these demands out 
of hand. Itwould be fighting fora reversal 
of the pay cuts and increases to cover the 
rate of inflation. 

Instead, the ICTU leaders are playing a 
game of ‘throwing shapes! with the state. 

They hypeupabig threat of compulsory 
redundancies but are preparing to sell a 
rotten deal as the least worst option’ 

The reality i that the policies of auster. 
ityhave filed. Despiteall predictions, the 

nomylanguishesin near recession after 
four years of cus. 

another €1 billion is taken out, wa 
packets will be even smaller and so the 
‘domestic economy - and jobs- will shrink 
further. 

We need tocreate grassroots networks. 
in the union to resist Croke Park 2 and to 
get rid of the union leaders who have led 
Uus onto this disastrous path 


Break the link between 
SIPTU and the Labour Party 


THE three top leaders of 

SIPTU, Jack 0° Connor, Joe 

Flynn and Patricia King are all 

members of the Labour Party 
‘Most full time union. 


Yet Labour Ministers are 
leading the fight against 
workers rights. Brendan 
Howlin, for example, is 
‘orchestrating the demands for 


clinics, 


Labour TD's should be told 
to vacate all rooms in SIPTU 
offices and not use them as 


‘A formal disafüiation from 


intransigent Labour Party 
hacks. 

SIPTU members should. 
also withdraw from the 
‘union's political fund until 


officials in SIPTU are ‘cus in the pensions of public | Labour should occur. such time as its money ceases 
‘members of the Labour Party. |sectorworkersanddemands | The union newspaper tobe sent to the Labour Party. 
Those who are nothave poor | anendto proper overtime — | shouldcease to promotethe | You canget a form to 
prospecsofacareerinside | payments. Labour Party. withdraw from funding the 
SIPTU. Regular mectingsare |^ Itdocsnot make anysense | — Resolutions tothiseffect — | Labour Party by contacting 
also held between the union’s | forthe union tobe linked ^ — | shouldbe pushed through as | your union office tod 
top brassand the Labour | to this party. We need an many workplaces as possible. | — fthereis any delay in 
Party. upsurge of grassroots anger to | Petitions should be taken up | sending you out this form, 
ven the union’s magazine | break the link. topresssupport for these — | please contact the Change 
is used as a propaganda ‘Notanother cent of union | measures. SIPTU grassroots group and 
‘mouthpiece forthe Labour | money should be used to prop | But resolutions and they wil faciitateyou, You can 
Party. ‘up the Labour Party. petitionsalone willnot shift — | contact them on Facebook. 
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VER 500 people from 

all over the country 

in Dublin last weel 

to plan resi 
government's property ta 

‘This tax will see working people 
forced to pay anywhere between €250- 
£€500 a year for the privilege of living 
in their own homes. 

Even those in social housing will 
be forced to pay through increased 
rents from local councils. 

‘The meeting was packed with 
organisers delaying proceedings 
to facilitate the numbers arriving 
Buses came from Kerry, Donegal, 
the Midlands, Wexford, Waterford 

ind many other regions ofthe country 

This is evidence that the CAHWT 
campaign has maintained a serious 
network of activists from every comer 
of Ireland. 


Strategy and Tactics 
‘aul Murphy MEP opened the 
day with an in depth over: 
view of the legal sit 
before a series of sp 
discussed the importance of strate 
Cllr Brid Smith of the People 
Before Profit Alliance emphi 
sized the importance of sustaining 
the incredibly successful boycott 


all sources of family in 
boycott reaffirms the illegitimacy of 
this tax and remains the bedrock on 
Which we must build a mass cam: 
paign of civil disobedience 

ealso emphasized that, unlike 
ast year, this will not bea long drawn 


out battle as we only have a couple 
‘of months to bring resistance onto 
the streets. 


push the idea of a national day of 
direct action and to push the slogans 
of the campaign while engaging with 
thousands of rank and file workers 

The calls from various speakers 


AN clite campaign to get more people 
‘evicted from their homes is bearing 
success ~ for the bankers. 
‘The campaign began in August 
2012 when Davy Stockbrokers i 
etgage arrears and 
‘an increased number 
of repossessions is desirable to help 
unlock and add transparency tothe 
liquid housing market. In other. 
words they wanted more evictions. 


ved 


to ‘humility among 
tough-minded' decisions to deal with 
‘The target ofthis eite campaign was 
‘legal loophole that the group Neve 
found when they took a case 
gage holders. 
ember 2009, lenders 
could use 1964 law to evict people 
cir homes. But when this was 
and replaced by the’ 


for mass direct action and a day of 
civil disobedience received 
Whelming applause. 

The next step is to take those sug. 
gestions back for discussion in local 
groups. 

The campaign will be building for. 
meetings and protests in every area. 
over the next few weeks, 

People left the Red Cow feeling en 
ergised and ready forthe fight ahead. 

"There was a real sense of purpose 
and determination as people broke 
up to travel home. 


Socialist strategy 
[o beat this government the 
'SWP is pushing for a whole 
calendar of mass resistance 
including: 
Local meetings in every estate in 
February to build the mass base of 


Bankers want 


Conveyancing Law Reform Actin 2009, 
there was a drafting oversight because 
only applied to loans taken out after 
December 1 2009 

When Justice Elizabeth Dunne 
hearda case for eviction in July 2011, 
she noted this loophole and ruled that 
there could only be repossessions, 
when full repayment had been 
demanded before December 2009. 

Asa result ofthis legal quagmire. 
Ireland has had a far lower rate of. 
than Spain or the US which 
experienced similar property bubbles. 
Only 1,380 evitions occurred between 
2009 and 2012. Too many certainly — 
but not enough to satisfy the bankers. 


Troika Support 
The lite campaign received the 
support of the Troika, who demanded 
that the government close this loophole. 
They also demanded that the weak 
voluntary code of conduct on mortgage 
arrears be changed. This restricted 
bankers from making more than three 


Ciara Conway T.D.:«« 


Campaign Against Austerity 
Taxes moves into a new phase 


this campaign, 
Joining the ICTU march on 9 
February as the largest contingent 
and raising not only the property tax 
ins ut also the all fra national 

shut down, 
This can really put pressure on the 
trade union leaders to act and win over 
many of the rank and file members, 


Call a mass assembly ofall cam. 
paigns at the end of February to 


‘organise for a day of mass activity 
This mass assembly needsto reach 
group that supports a na: 

lay of action, 


Protest 


tional protest on 23 March 
Which is a European wide 
day of action and coincides 
vith the EU presidency in 


Ireland. 

Merkel and other EU dignitaries 
will be fed €70 million worth of fine 
dining at our expense. 

We need to make sure we're out 
in our thousands, 

From March through April we 
need to keep up the momentum with 
a series of local actions and protests. 

We need to make the Labour polit: 
cians who lied their way into the Dail 
feel the heat 

‘We should protest at local clinics. 
and occupy government office 

In Mid April we need a national d 
of local protests, 

Finally on Saturday 27 April we need 
a national protest which builds for the. 
day of action on 1 May when we want. 
every area in the country to take mass 
direct action and shut down roads, 
ports, bridges and encourage rank 
and fie trade unionists to walk out, 

Crucial to all of thisis an emphasis 
on grassroots building and mass civil 
disobedience. 

twill take a struggle in every estate 
and workplace to pull people behind 
this campaign. 

But the core activists of the cam 
paign were ready fora fightin the Red 
Cow last week and they can inspire 
even wider layers to take action in the 
coming period, 


more home evictions 


a month to mortgage holders in 
distress. Even more ominously, the 
IMF demanded that there bea review 
ofthe tracker mortgage arrangements 
which prevented banks moving people 
onto ‘different interest rate setting 
approaches” 

More than half of trish mortgages 
are tracker mortgages. This has helped 
alleviate mortgage distress, as they are 
tied to ECB interest rates which are 
currently very low 

"The government has begun to 
comply with these demands. Iis 
losing the legal loophole inthe Land 
and Conveyancing Law Reform Act so 
that more people can be evicted. 

According to the Irish Independent 
itis also set to change the Code of 
Conduct on mortgage arrears so that 
representatives of the banks can make 
"unsolicited cals to people's homes. 

"The result is that Ireland is 
‘entering a path that has already been 
followed in the US and Spain. In the 
US, five million people have suffered 


foreclosures and in Spain 400,000 
people have been exited from thelr 
home. 

‘Yet ironically, while the Iris 
government is opening the read to 
tvitions, the Spanish government is 


retreating from it. Recently, there was a 
Sell publicised case of a council worker, 


Amaia Egana, who committed suicide 
after an eviction. This co-incided with 
a massive direct action campaign in 
Spain against evictions. 

The Irish government i trying. 
to cover its tracks by claiming that 
its Personal Insolvency Bill gives 
protection to mortgage holders. But 
reality, this bill is geared more to the 
Buy to Let or landlord sector: 
the mass of home owners. The crucial 
provision is that the banks have a veto 
fn any write down of debt - and they 
‘will use this to push for more evictions. 

In the coming year, Ireland's 
property crisis s set to enter a new 
phase of crisis. Mortgage arrears 
Among landlords are running at twice 


the leve of home ow 

be forced to sel 

This willin turn depress the housing 

arket and push more people into 

negativ equity 

"The state's only answer isto claim. 
isa purely indivi 


c proble 
ihe 


‘of €250 for hose who 


il-out. 

‘Thisis simply not good e 

need aha 

98 There 
ms in the current climate. 

W Mortgages should be written down 

to reflect the real value of houses. 

rather than the prices that pertained 

in the Celtic Tiger. 

Mortgage holders should be al- 
lowed hand back property to bankers. 
without being imprisoned in debs slaw- 
ery for the rest of their lives 
NAMA properties should be used 
to increase the stock of social housing. 
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Property Tax 
without 
the property 


‘NICOLA WARVEY 


THE rensof some ofthe poorest. 

tenants in the State are “inevitably” 
to increase in coming months as local 
thors are forced” o pass on the 
property tax 

‘While the debate over his draconian 
tax has ofr focused onthe costo 
propertyowners the impact wil be felt 
by renterstoo, and most shameful of 
all, by people renting fom hee local 
cunc 

"Thisis because almost every 
dveling in the lands Hable forthe 
property tax - due to begin in July ~ 
‘ven those owned by lea authorities. 

Tt means that local authorities 
Ilse to pay tax to the Revenue 
‘Commissioners onthe hoses and lat 
they own This ntur means local 
authors - all af whom we know 
are broke wil have no coe utto 
Dass the costo their tenants Rent 
increases for those tenants least ble o 


Cir Brid Smit (PEP) 


Een hy de cu vere ie 
Exposing the lie ere roule te ore 
This news totally exposes the bk ~ 
Perd Eu iae ridi me Peeps 
mi 
Toe wn Couns den wth tenants 
rienlepgue, |, mete Comet etim 
widhnoreqard or whee people can_ | ‘area 
lord penis been or kena 
Te | lb se ef carry ot any 
levidon people who wn nothing. | ety are bead wth her en 
Morenen theca hath irat | "Me BY ae hind wt the et 
to pay forlocal services istittemore | abandoned to pt up with homes falling 
Ihannathoe, Tae Dubin Cy frame pet pt mes eg 


Counefor example. taxation. 
“This Counel has a housing Mock of 
26,000 thetaxoneachwastobes | Soelal Crisi 
‘very modest €100 ayear the Counc — | Iis worth remembering that al ofthis 
‘would be facing new anual bilo | coming down the lng a research 
As {rom the rsh League of Credit Unions, 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown would, | js tound that 139 mili ads a 
face an annual extra bill of €440,000; — | Ireland now have just €50 or less at the 
whilst Fingal County Council would. end of the month once all essential bills 


e expected to pay Revenue at leat | 46 per cent struggle to 

€160,00. iy bills on time and 34 per. 
Outside Dublin, there are 8,800 — | cent said they had sacrificed spending 

units of octal housing in Cork City | on fod to pay hele gas and ccctricty 

Counei’sarea and there are2,265 — | pil. 

units owned by Galway City Council A majority are very worried about 
None ofthe Councils has sl the property tax and how they would be 

definitively how they are going to deal | aic to pay 

‘with the tax. ‘And again t must be remembered 
Allsay variously that asthe this noxious Government i doing this 


Jegistion onthe new property taxhas_| to ihe ish people to pay for banks 
only recen een enacted ey "avait. | hat have ruined the rsh economy, 


llancctemibeDegenment | Yeurylg tne end frcog hands 
Finance/Deparimen of iroment | Sftnocnads oem 
Maing thmpcaton roc) “Nef hetightte 
Bi property tax prope mont 
Tuta People lore Pro. Togertnrigir ee rah people hae 
Ccounctor on Dubin chy Counc, f Sainte hue year 

Dr Sith pt iwen contacted by | "hy March hos holder vile 
Scc Worker: what Rene tede toa ute” 
stent cence gy thd pockets Dy e he Counc ll 
like even nevis We'e een — ao now by ow much they plano 
decuig tenths Counc’ ance | rene tetar 

[od 


‘fever enough was enough, this ist. 
“The way things stand at the Renters and homeowners alike must 
‘moment the only way the Councilis | take the battle to the streets together. 
going ta be able to pay this taxis either | Get involved. Join your local Campoign 
To cut services, which ae already cut to | Against the Property Tax. We can and 
the bone, or passiton to tenants. ‘mast beat tis together. 


What can I do? 


I Make contact with your local CAHWT representatives. 
Push for a public meeting followed by a day of local protests 

W Put petitions to your local trade union braches opposing this taxation. 

W Make sure ali government TD's are aware of the anger of ordinary. 

people at this unjust taxation. 

W Make your presence felt on 9 February ICTU protest. 


Privatisation by 
the back door 


Northern ireland trade unionists fight back 


dy EAMONN McCANN 


THE formation of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive was 
triumph for the civil rights move- 
ment in the 19605. 

Now it's being abolished by DUP 
Minister Nelson McCausland -and 
neither Sinn Fein nor the SDLP 

s willing to put up a fight. 

McCausland wants to transfer. 
90,000 State-sector houses fro: 
the HE to a number of Housin 
Associations (HAS). 

Because HAs are deemed not-for- 
profit organisations, it is argued 
that the houses will stay in the 
public sector. 

In fact, McCausland's 
Department of Social Development 
has spelt out that, "The landlord 
function would be removed from 
the public sector to allow for access 
to private funding." 

In law and in practice, the HAs 
will operate as private-sector en- 
tities, borrowing from the banks 
using housing stock as collatera 


Merge 

They will be free to merge or take 
over other HAS. Less than a third of. 
HA’s set up under Thatcher remain 
as individual entities. 

‘The British experience suggests 
that rents will rise, tenants” righ 
will be diminished and the incidence 
of evictions will soar. 

When HAs merge, the new asso- 
ciation will not be legally bound by 
agreements previously made with 
tenants, 


However, when the issue 
before the Assembly on 14 January, 
none of the parties rejected 
McCausland's proposals outright. 

Instead, member after member. 
complained that he had announced 
the plan to the newspapers before 
coming to the Assembly. 

When Dolores Kelly of the SDLP 
criticised the substance of the pro- 
posals, McCausland shot back: 

When I sent the proposal 
around the Executive, the general 
thrust of the paper received very 
little criticism from her party col- 
league (the sole SDLP Minister, 
Alex Attwood). 

There were some issues here 
and there, but the core direction 
of travel is one that everyone has 
basically signed up to.” 


Signed-up 

Neither the SDLP nor Sinn Fein has 
denied that they “basically signed 
up" to the privatisation plan. 

McCausland provided no assur- 
ances about retaining the 4,200 
HE jobs or keeping rents at their. 
present level 

HAs can charge rents at mar- 
ket prices, whereas public-sector 
tenants havea legal right to a "rea- 
sonable” rent. 

The failure of the Nationalist 
parties to challenge the proposals 
head-on will mystify many, given 
the significance of the Housing 
Executive's formation. 

Systematic anti-Catholic dis- 
crimination in housing had been 
a huge issue for the civil rights 


movement, 
Former British Home Secretary 
mes Callaghan recalled in his 
memoirs a meeting with the 
Stormont Cabinet in August 1969, 
just days after the arrival of British 
troops on the streets: 

"They regarded...my proposal 
that there should be a single author- 
ity for the allocation and building 
of houses...with near-horror on po- 
litical and administrative grounds 
for, of course, it went to the heart 
of political patronage.” 


Civil rights 

Today, however, the parties claim- 
ing the legacy of the civil rights 
movement are intent above all else 


on keeping the Stormont show on 
the road, 

So they bend to the wind of nco- 
liberalism, while tip-toeing around 
Neanderthals like McCausland, 

(He thinks evolution is a 
Satanic lie and homosexuality an 
"abomination.") 

Unison, Unite and Nipsa 
sponded to the announcement with 
a series of pickets at HE offices 

ound the North. 

In Derry, every single worker in 
the main office in the city centre 
came out. 

Socialists and housing activists 
are working to link the defence of 
jobs to defence of tenants’ rights. 

‘The campaign is likely to be 
prolonged. 

Unity across the unions and 
between workers and tenants will 
be crucial 


G sociatst Worker 


As the revolutionary wave continues to grip Egypt, Socialist activist, Tina Mc Veigh, gives an eye witnes 


account of the amazing scenes she witnessed on the streets of Cairo 


walked into Tahrir square on the fist day, had 
goosebumps. 

Here was, inthe heartland of the Egyptian revolu 
tion; place where events majorhstorcalimportance 
continue to unfold 

TWo years. ago, a people's revolution brought down 
Mubarak a dictator whose rue relied on nco-liberal 
‘economics, US imperialism and ruthless police tate 

‘Between January and May 2011, hundreds of thou. 
sands of people came out in peaceful demonstrations 
demanding the end ofthe regime. Alongside mass 
protests, workers ame out on strike all over Egypt. 

Police stations and the offices of the infamous 
Ministry of the Interior were burned down, as were 
the headquarters of Mubarak's National Democratic 
Party (NDP). 

Major battles took place all over the country, but. 
particularly in Tahrir (Liberation) Square, which had. 
ürned into a massive commune of resistance and a 
festi of the oppressed. 

Egyptians were united in their political and eco. 
noni demands: freedom from the brutal regime, 
bread and social justice 

Today Tahrir square continues to beast symbols. 
ofthe revolution. 

“Many of the roads arestillclosed off with barricades 
made of huge stone boulders 

‘Sloganso the revolution and those commemorating 
martyrs cover the walls of the surrounding street, 
‘and protestors continue to camp in the square, The 
{governing Muslim Brotherhood (MB) darenot remove 
‘these symbols for fear it would mobilize people in anger. 

Taher is buzzing: stalls selling flags and t-shirts, 
cigarettes, streetvendors selling food, protestors mill 
ing about and people gong about their daily busines, 

The burnt out headquarters of Mubarak’s NDP 
looms over the square and there are some state se 

urty people hanging around. 


Economic Realities 


hile the symbolic occupation of Tahrir. 
square continues, t is becoming obvious. 
that for many Egyptian'sthe revolution did 


lil, if anything, tochange their economic and social 
circumstances 

Mursi and the (MB) are under increasing pressure to 
deliver on the economic demands of the revolution 

However with the Egyptian economy deep incri 
sis, poverty has almost doubled and many struggle 
simply to cat. 

Official statistics cite 70% ofthe population living. 
beneath the poverty line. 

Inrealitythiss likely loser to 80%, Wheat prices. 
have soared making bread costly for many families 
For decades subsidized loaves have been essential 
to the survival of most working class, pe 
pot families, 

Aa tothisthe increase in thecostofbutane, which 
‘many families rely on for cooking, andthe daly food 
problems faced by many Egyptiansare exacerbated. 

Mursi and the MB are losing support, While the. 
recent Constitutional Referendum passed on a vote 
‘9f 67%, there was a very low turnout. 

Fifty one million people were entitled to vote t. 
only 17 milion did o. People didn't want to vote on 

erendum that would grant more power to the 
generals while attacking people's rights. Opposition 
{othe Constitutional Referendum served togalvanise 
‘opposition tothe Brotherhood and Mursi 

Intherun up toand during the referendum overs 
million people protested at the Presidential palace, 
"where several people lost their lives. Things appear 
tohave calmed down since. 

‘The siin atthe palace- while it continues tobe 
important -is smal 

"The presence of the military and the police has 
diminished, However, skepticism surrounding Mursi's 
ability to deal with Egypt's problems are mounting. 

Mursis under pressure to accept loan from the 
IMF and with it wll come the relentless attack on 
the poor and the working class we have experienc 
in Ireland, 

Ina recent national address, Mursi assured the. 
Egyptiansthat these steps were necessary, hard choices 
that had to be made forthe good of the nation. 

These were dificult times and everyone was in 
ittogether. 

Close your eyes and it might have been Kenny, 
‘or Gilmore speaking at home. In Egypt too itis all 
about economic growth and satisfying the needs of 
the international financial markets despite the huge 


I: early January spent $ days in Cairo, As1 


soctaland economic cost to millons of ordinary peopke 


Military Power 


1 Constitutional Referendum 
7) clauses that serve to copper. 


force where much of their supporti located. However, 
in realty the Brotherhood is rapidly losing support 
amongst this group. 


Workers Struggle 


here have been positive developments in the 
Egyptian workers strugele- publi doctors and 
prosecutors most recently have been outon strike 
and workers are becoming organized in some sectors 
"Butthe protests thatare a daily feature of Egyptian. 
economic life generally lack political demands and 
Demands tend toe particular to their own work 
places, with many stris lasing usually only two o 
three days. Protests have broken out at food and fuel 


While lwasthere, sswa strike outside the Department 
of Free Zones and lvestment, with workers protesting 
for better wages and working conditions. 

‘Young people were critical in the street batles of 
early 2011 and the Muslim Brotherhood's own youth 
‘wing wasinstrumentalin forcing them into the rel 
tion. They are now important to the balance of forces 
that constitute current opposition to Mursi and the 


Brotherhood. 

Socialists are currently attempting to capitalise on 
ibis youth opposition by bulking a Coalition for Social 
Justice. This coalition, if successful, will include, a 
number of revolutionary organizations on the ltt, 
including the Revolutionary Soci 

‘While the NSF presents itself asaliberl opposition, 
itcontains elements of the old regime and Mubarak 
supporters. 

The younger members ofthe NSF, however are be- 
ginning to pull avayandare showing support forthe 
Possibility of a Coalition for Social Justice, 

Tntherunuptothe second anniversary ofthe revolt 
tion on 25 January, revolutionaries willbe working hand 
on the ground to build mass protests all over Egypt. 

‘They willbe drafting demands, which wil revitalize 
the slogans of the revolution: Freedom, jobs, bread and 
socal justice. They willbe going into workplaces and. 
working class communities tounite Egyptianson the 
‘economic demands ofthe revolution 

Forthefirsttimein over thirty years, socialism now 
has a place in people's minds 

Socialist ideas are gaining ground and are being. 
accepted in the mainstream, The let has occupied a. 
place, not justin the media and in the debate, ut ín. 
the realm of possibilty 

Ifthe evolution can deliver the political demands, 
‘why not the economic, social and cultural ones too? 


Political Demands 
[s as in Ireland, the IMF loan wil force 


expenditure cuts and tax increases that will only 

serve to worsen the living conditions of millions 
of ordinary people 

“The lessons for Ireland from what is currently hap 
pening in Egypt are these 

Forthe next six months aswe gointo workplaces, as 
‘we go out int the streets, as we huild for protest and 
civ disobedience, we must underpin everything we. 
do with clear political and economic demands, 

\Wedemand an end toaustertyandthe bank bailout 

Wedemandtaxon wealthand anincreasein corpora- 
tiontax. Wedemand the withdrawal ofthe property ta 
 Wedemandan endtothis Labour-Fine Gael coalition 
“Toachieve any of this, we must bring the country to 
standstill. Events hercar also inspiring an outpouring 
of anger and creativity People here want to contribute 
tochange and want to engage with ne political ideas, 

As eft Cairo Iwas reminded of a t-shirt on one of 
the stalls in Tahir that read: the power of the people 
is greater than of those in power. 


Socialist Worker. 


We will resist Greek Fascists 


iy DAVE SEWELL 


THOUSANDS of Anti-fascist protesters filled the 
streets of Athens on Saturday 19 January in an enor 
meus demonstration against Golden Dawn. 

This fascist party has rapidly become the third 
party in Greece, with 18 MPsand a strong showing 
in the polls, 

Its logo is closely modeled on the Nazi swastika, 
and its members have led violent attacks on migrant 
Workers and the left 

"There have been many attacks-— hundreds of 
migrant workers have been injured,” Javied Aslam, 
president of the Union of Immigrant Workers and 
hair of the Pakistani Community of Greece, told 
Socialist Worker 

A few months ago there was so much fear in 
people," he said, "But there has been a change 
people decided it was time to go outside and march 
With the anti-fascists. 

“We're not going tot them beat migrant workers, 
and that’s why this demonstration will be so big. 

Moissis Litsis isa leading member of the Athens 
Journalists union, He was involved in the workers 
‘occupation of the Eeftherotypia newspaper last year 

He explained, "Sometimes people hear Golden 
Dawn and it sounds like any other party attacking. 
the government. 

“They have some anti-capitaist rhetoric— ust 
like Hitler's Nazis did in the early days—and they 
attack the European Union and the International 
Monetary Fund, 

"But they blame the problems on foreigners. 

‘People are in a really desperate situation. Their 

nd it's dif 


living conditions deteriorate every day 
ficult to find jobs 

It's easy for Golden Dawn to talk to them about 
immigrants, even to revive the old anti-semitism by 
talking about ‘Jewish bankers’ 

Mossi says that the left has to challenge Golden 
Down. 

The coalition government is very weak and there's 
a real danger that Golden Dawn could end up being 
invited to help govern Greece 

“Already the right wing Independent Greeks party 
has run a joint initiative with them in parliament. 


Immigrant 

lost of the demonstrations so far have been led 
by the farleft, and the immigrant communities who 
Were the frst to be attacked. 

“They have succeeded in stopping some Golden 
Dawn marches into immigrant neighbourhoods 
But now the whole left needs to unite 

‘Wereed to remind people what happened under 
the Nazis," 

This s the first ant-fascist demonstration to win 
broad support from all the main left wing partie. 

Dimitris Tsoukalas, an MP in the radical left 
coalition Syriza, told Socialist Worker why he was 
supporting the demonstration, 

and racism is really difficult to 


with,” he said 
‘So we try to talk to people in schools and offices 
to show that there is another way to understand 
austerity The enemy is not the poor immigrant, but 
the government. 

He said that far from challenging Golden Dawn, 
the Greek establishment is playing into their hands 

“The police do nothing to stop their actions—they 
can do what they want, and maximise the attacks 
on immigrants. 

"And the government doesn’t want to lose votes to 


Tories and Nazis march against 


THEY’RE 
JUST PUPPETS 


IN THE HAND 
OF THE ENEMY 
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itsright, soitisbasicaly doin 

Golden Dawn proposes. 

For example they had 
an operation named after 
Zeus Xenios, the Greek god 
of hospitality, that arrests 
people who have the wrong 
colour skin. 

‘More than 60,000 peo: 
ple have been arreste 
checkedin police stations, and 
more than 4,000 have bee 
taken to detention camps. 


But Greece's working class has shown its strength 


and workplace occupations. 


assive strikes, den 


It it turns its strength 
against the fascists it has 
the power to beat them. 

‘We're hearing good re 
ports from everywhere,” said 
Tavied. "Every municipality 
is sending buses. 

People see that what's 
happening is not human 
and not acceptable 

This could be the biggest 
demonstration in two years, 
and it will be very useful in 

ng the racist and fascist attacks. 


nstrations. hens will be fll of marchers. This will break 


people's 


News in Brief 
Defend 
Nigeria's 
socialist 
editor 


‘by BABA AYE, 
Socialist Workers Loague. thgoria 


‘SOCIALISTS in Nigeria are 
‘taking action to defend 
Socialist Worker. 


‘on 22 November, he suffered 
machete wounds. 

‘On 29 December, though. 
his attackers could not gain 


ce, they called him to. 
come out. They rebuked him 
for not heeding warnings. 

Femi has been at the for 
of an anti-corruption crusade 
in Ibadan Polytechnic where. 
ne works. 

His union branch held. 
‘emergency congress on 8. 
January. It issued a twoweek 
'uttimatum to management 
to unearth the causes of the. 
attacks. 

Italso set up a seven 
man independent panel to 
investigate 


Foxconn strikers 


march in China 


OVER 1,000 workers struck 
ast week over working 
conditions at a Foxconn plant 
in China. 


Fengcheng in Jiangxt 
province, 

‘Some 200 workers on the 
ight shirt. 
fon Thursday night, with more. 
labourers on the day shift. 
Jolning them the next day. 

Workers threatened to. 


February's New Ye 


Six arrested after 


new India rape 


SIX men have been arrested 
‘and police are looking for a 
‘seventh after a woman was 
ped on a rural bus in the 
Punjab region of India. 

Earlier this montn protests 
filled the streets of Denil as 
men and women protested 
against rape and the state's 
‘complicity in the oppression 
of women. 


by the gang rape and murder 
of a 23 year old woman 
ler this month. 


gay mariage in France 


Ay NICHOLA HARVEY 


A rightwing demonstration of around 
half amilion people marched in Parison 
Sunday 13 January against gay marrage. 

Equal marriage was central pledge 
or Socialist Party president Francois. 
Hollande in his election campaign last 
year. But it has come under sustained 
attack from the right. 

Hollande's government has already 
dropped other election polices, such as 
giving foreign citizens he right tovote 

Key ministers have pitched to the 


rightas the government fails to deliver. 
on its promise to stop job cuts or tax 
the rich 

‘Opposing equal marriage has be. 
a rallying point for France's divided 
right wing. 

The Tory UMP party of Nicolas 
Sarkozy and right wing Catholic or 
ganisations supported the march. 


Mosque 

So did the fascist Front Natio 
and other far right groups—i 
One that occupied a mosque building 


site in November. 
UMP leader Jcan-Fran: 
no problem marching on the same dem 
onstration as outright Nazis. 
This follows six million votes for 
e FN at last year's elections, and 
posed march in Paris again: 

iolascism" in Novembe 
‘Ademonstration in support of equal 
n isplanned for Sunday of next. 
week, Even in France, 56 percent of 
cople support equal marr 
Buttheleftneeds to mobilise to stem 
the tide of reaction. 


B socialist worker. 


Socialist | Worker 


END SECTARIAN PROTESTS... 


FIGHT FOR FOOD 
NOT FOR FLAGS 


THIS year has begun as last year ended, 
with protests about the Union Jack at 
Belfast City Hall 

Most people had expected the protests 
todisintegrate ver the holidays, but they 
‘continued right through December and 
are now into their second month, 

In the face of widespread anger, 
Loyalists have maintained quite a sig: 
nificant number of protests — mostly 
‘around Belfast but also in other parts of 
the North. However it hast that 
numbersontthe streets are relatively small 
hen compared with previous examples. 
‘of Loyalist mobilization, More than 25 
yearsago 100,000 people came out against 
the Anglo Irish Agreement 

‘By comparison there tion 
‘of that number, 1,000 at most, on the 
streets of Belfast demonstrating about 
the union flag. 


Cuts not culture 
The fact that Loyalists failed to turn up 
when the Union Jack was actually flown 
for Kate Middleton's birthday exposes 
the reality that the flag issue is merely a 
symbol ofa mi 
a perceived inj 
on Protestants under the Good Friday 
ment 

The dire poverty in many working class. 
‘protestant communities merely scems to 
‘confirm this analysis, but the truth s that 


in termsof deprivation 80% of the worst. 
wards in Northern Ireland are still pre 
dominantly nationalist areas. 

Over the ast 15 years working class 
people on both sides of the community 
have been left behind by a process that 
has embedded sectarianism in the institu 
tions of he state 

The cus have only made matters worse 
inthis respectas politicians on ‘both sides 
promote the idea that if only they had 
ore power, "their own communities 
Would be better af 

Sinn Fein and the DUP 
ample, both accepted ne 
‘which areleading tocut 
jobs and 1,200 support 

‘But even as they push them thro 
they can continue their symbolic. 


playing over which community suffers 
the most 


The most recent Welfare Reform Act. 
is another good example of this trend. 
‘Under plans drawn up by the Tories 
in London working people wl be forced 
into regular humiliating tests in order to 
receive thei social entitlements; many 
young people will lose their housing ben- 
efit ani will make it oconscript 


hich promote the identity of one 
other. 

‘Building class solidarity is the only 

wayto truly triumph over sectarianism. 
1t is also the only way that ordinary 

peoplecanexpect te hold onto their much 

heeded services. 
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